A    THOUSAND    YEARS*    STRUGGLE'

retained the favour of Emperor Otto III. Thou^i
nominally a vassal of the Empire, he was actually an
independent ruler. In the year 1000, Otto visited
Boleslaw in Poland. He came as the representative
of the Pope to perform an act of adoration before
the shrine of St Adalbert (Woitech), archbishop of
Prague, who had been martyred in what is now
East Prussia. Boleslaw had recovered his body and
had buried it in the cathedral of Gniezno. Otto was
so impressed by Boleslaw's power that he pro-
claimed him king, free from vassalage, and crowned
him with his own hand.

Boleslaw was less friendly towards Otto's suc-
cessor Henry II. He had now consolidated his
power over his own territories, which included the
Western Slav areas (whose inhabitants were later
Germanized), in addition to the provinces of Poz-
nan and Gniezno, the Corridor of the early twenti-
eth century, but always regarded as the cradle of
Polish nationhood by the Poles, and he now pro-
ceeded to carry out the policy of expansion which
had originally been evolved by his father. Boleslaw,
without much difficulty, annexed Moravia, and also
temporarily occupied Prague, the Bohemian capital.
However, he was soon dislodged from here by
Henry, who was aided by the Czechs. He now
transferred his activities to the land of the Duzy~
cany, his object being to conquer the territory on
the right bank of the Elbe down to the sea. Here
he was checked by the heathen tribes living along
the Middle Elbe, who .were in alliance with the
Emperor.
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